
 This month we are lucky to have Dr. Bruce Wil-
liams as our Third Tuesday Program presenter.  Dr. 
Bruce will discuss the history of native plants and land-
scaping; unique and beautiful local foliage; and issues 
that affect these plants.  Lowe’s Home Improvement is 
sponsoring this month’s program. 

 Dr.  Bruce Williams has over 30 years experi-
ence in the green industry as a college instructor, 
turfgrass specialist, private consultant, and public gar-
den director. He holds a Doctorate in Agronomy and a 

Master's degree in Horticulture from Auburn University with an undergraduate degree in Biology from Randolph 
Macon College.  He served two terms as the Associate Editor of HortTechnology Journal and is a Certified Profes-
sional Horticulturist by the American Society of Horticultural Science, Certified Plant Professional by the North 
Carolina Association of Nurserymen, a NC Licensed Pesticide Consultant, and a Certified North Carolina Land-
scape Contractor Instructor.  In 2007, Dr. Bruce was awarded the Presidential Silver Volunteer Service Award for 
his agricultural service to developing countries. He lives with his wife, Marsha, in Wilmington, NC, where he enjoys 
family and grandchildren. 

 Dr. Bruce also produced and hosted the "DownEast Gardener" television show and a segment, "DownEast 
Gardener" on WECT-NBC (Wilmington, NC). In addition, he authored a weekly "DownEast Gardener"/”Plant Doc-
tor” garden column in local newspapers and magazines.  Dr. Bruce currently hosts the television show, “Grow 
Your Own with Dr. Bruce,” broadcast on: Channel 5, 8:00am, Sunday.  For more information visit 
www.GrowYourOwn.TV 
N e w s  F r o m  t h e  F r i e n d s  o f  

 Jim Carey, new board member and Chairman of Volunteers is 

proud to announce that the Mid-Day Watch is secure.  Carey has re-

cruited more than 30 new volunteers for the museum bringing the total 

number of volunteers to 41.  Membership and the number of new volun-

teers continue to grow daily.       Brenda Birmelin, Publicity Chairman 
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Mayor Sandra Spencer and State Historian Ansley 
Wegner with Stede Bonnet (Jim Mckee) 
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A selection of Judge Nicholas Trott’s sentencing of pirate 

Stede Bonnet:  
 
 

You being a Gentleman that have had the Advantage of a 
liberal Education, and being generally esteemed a Man 
of Letters, I believe it will be needless for me to explain 
to you the Nature of Repentance and Faith in Christ, they 
being fully and so often mentioned in the Scriptures, that 
you cannot but know them.  And therefore, perhaps, for 
that Reason it might be thought by some improper for me 
to have said so much to you, as I have already upon this 
occasion; neither should I have done it, but that consid-
ering the Course of your Life and Actions, I have just rea-
son to fear that the Principles of Religion that had been 
instill’d into you by your Education, have been at least 
corrupted, if not entirely defaced, by the Skepticism and 
Infidelity of this wicked Age; and that what time you al-
lowed for Study was rather applied to the Polite Litera-
ture, and the vain Philosophy of the Times, than a seri-
ous Search after the Law and Will of God, as revealed to 
us in the Holy Scriptures... 
 So that if now you will sincerely turn to him, tho’ 
late, even at the eleventh Hour, Matt 20, 6, 9. he will 
receive you. 
 But surely I need not tell you that that the Terms 
of his Mercy is Faith and Repentance. 
 And do not mistake the Nature of repentance to 
be only a bare Sorrow for your Sins, arising from the Con-
sideration of the Evil and Punishment that have now 
brought upon you; but your Sorrow must arise from the 
Consideration of your having offended a gracious and 
merciful God.    
 But I shall not pretend to give you any particular 
Directions as to the Nature of Repentance:  I consider 
that I Speak to a Person whose Offences have proceeded 
not so much from his not knowing, as his slighting and 
neglecting his Duty: Neither is it proper for me to give 
Advice out of the way of my own Profession. 
 You may have that better delivered to you by 
those who have made Divinity their particular Study; and   
     who by their Knowledge, as well as their Office, as  
  
 

    being the Ambassadors of Christ, 2 Cor. 5. 20. are best           
    qualified to give you Instructions therein. 
 I only heartily wish that what, in compassion to your 
Soul, I have now said to you upon this sad and solemn Occa-
sion, by exhorting you in general to Faith and Repentance, 
may have that due Effect upon you, that thereby you may 
become a true Penitent. 
 And therefore having now discharged my Duty to 
you as a Christian, by giving you the best Counsel I can with 
respect to the Salvation of your Soul, I must now do my Of-
fice as a Judge. 
 The Sentence that the Law hath appointed to pass 
upon you for your Offences, and which this Court doth there-
fore award, is,  
 That you the said Stede Bonnet shall go from hence 

to the Place from whence you came, and from thence to the 

Place of Execution, where you shall be hanged by the Neck 

till you are Dead.  And the God of infinite Mercy be merciful 

to your Soul. 

 On Wednesday December the 10th, 1718. the said 
Major Stede Bonnet was executed at the White Point near 
Charles-Town, according to the above Sentence.   
 Thomas Bayly Howell and William Cobbett, A Complete Collection of State 

Trials and Proceedings for High Treason and Other Crimes and Misdemeanors from 

the Earliest Period to the Year 1783 (London: Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown & Green, 
1816), 187-188.  

1884 map, Charleston.  Stede Bonnet and fellow pirates were impris-

oned within Broughton’s Battery (labeled “P”, in front of White Point) 

and hung at White Point.  They were then buried in the nearby swamp. 
              NC Maritime Museum at Southport 



 Recap of the Highway Historical Marker Dedicat ion, September 26, 2008 

The event kicked-off with a reenactment of the hanging of Stede Bonnet with the assistance of 
police chief Jerry Dove and Jim Mckee (previous NCMM employee).  Ansley Wegner, Research 
Historian from Archives and History, then took the stage and provided great insight into the im-
portance of the marker and Stede Bonnet’s history.  May Moore, Brunswick County Commis-
sioner, and Mayor Sandra Spencer went on to profess their love for Brunswick County history 
and their appreciation for the marker.  The ceremony closed with Mary Strickland, NC Maritime 
Museum Manager for the Southport Branch, who delivered a speech on behalf of the NCM Muse-
ums’ director. Joe Schwarzer put the history and significance of the marker into perspective.  Everyone 
then went to the NC Maritime Museum at Southport for a reception.  Thanks to all who came, and  
all who helped pull this wonderful event together! 

Thanks from Board Member Thanks from Board Member Thanks from Board Member Thanks from Board Member 
Shirley WilsonShirley WilsonShirley WilsonShirley Wilson        
 I would like to thank our Setup/
Cleanup volunteers and our Food Hosts 
for helping at our September program.  Al 
Biasotti & Sally Buchanan can always be 
counted upon to help with anything that needs doing, as well as Sally manning the 
Membership table.  They also help with food setup as well.  Thank you so much.  
 Our food hosts for our September QAR program were Dick & Judy Hughes & 
Larry & Carolyn Sherwin.  The food was beautiful & delicious.  Break time is always a 
treat. 
 My thanks also to everyone who pitched in & helped with cleanup & taking 
the trash out.  Your help is appreciated. 
 If any of you are interested in being food hosts or helping with setup/
cleanup, please   contact me:  Shirley Wilson, 454-4327 or email:  way-
farer1@ec.rr.com. 
 We also want to thank our sponsor for our September program.  The South-
port Sailing and Boat Club was represented by Flick  Guerrina who introduced Rich   
    ard Lawrence.  Thank you again for your generous sponsorship. 
   

The reception at the 
museum 

Commissioner May Moore, Mayor San-
dra Spencer, Board Member Ben Wilson, 
and Museum Manager Mary Strickland 
enjoying dedication 

Photos by Wayne Strickland 

Pirate cake served 
at reception 

Jim Mckee as Stede 
Bonnet 

Chief Jerry Dove hanging 
Stede Bonnet—Jim 
Mckee  
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In sponsoring this newsletter, the Friends of the North Carolina 

Maritime Museum at Southport supports the museum in 
continuing North Carolina’s rich maritime history. 

Join us today…Welcome Aboard! 

FOM 

Museum Hours 

Tuesday  -  Saturday 

9:00 AM  -  5:00 PM 

Free Admission 
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Tuesday, October 21, 2008, 7:00 PM - “Grits, Sand and Southern Landscapes” - Dr. Bruce Williams  

                                                                                                         (Sponsored by Lowe’s Home Improvement) 
 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, November 18, 2008, 7:00 PM – “Home Improvement Celia’s Way” - Celia Rivenbark  

                                                                                                         (Sponsored by Shirley & Woody Wilson) 
 

 

All Tuesday programs are free and held at the Southport Community Building unless otherwise noted. 

 

 

Thursdays, October 2-November 6– “Fall Into History 2008”  

 

Saturday, December 13–“Holly Days” John O’Daniel Exhibit 


